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Editorial
This first issue of the Canadian Journal of Communications for 2008 includes six
articles indicative of the excellent work that is taking place within our field.
Sandra Smeltzer offers a cogent analysis of the alternative and mainstream news
accounts of the biotechnology industry in Malaysia, highlighting the absence of
a critical assessment of the environmental impact of Malaysia’s biotechnology
policy from public debate. Brian Gabrial provides a compelling history of the
coverage of the American civil war in two Canadian newspapers in the nineteenth
century to pave the way for a broader discussion of nationhood and identity.
Daniel Paré and Flavia Berger use an innovative approach, which is derived from
a model found in political marketing, to unravel the Conservative party’s cam-
paign strategies before and during the 2006 federal election. 
Gary McCarron addresses the philosophical debates on moral agency and
ethics through a thoughtful reflection on Alfred Hitchcock’s film 1929 film
Blackmail. Kevin Wilson analyzes discussions on Internet neutrality and critiques
the proposal to institute a tiered system for the provision of broadband services.
His contribution to the issue reframes these policy discussions in terms of infra-
structure development. Sylvie Grosjean’s ethnographic research on a 911 call
centre offers fascinating insight into the communicational “know-how” and the
organizational practices that underlie this work. 
Finally, Montreal artist Robert Prenovault has provided the photographs for
our cover. These four sequential images, situated in the vastness of prairie space,
depict the gentle movement of time during the course of a day by juxtaposing the
natural light from the sun with the electrical glow of light from fluorescent tubes
that have been inserted into a bale of hay.
This year will see a number of changes for us at the CJC. We are implement-
ing an update to the open source software, open journal system, that is at the heart
of the Journal’s production process and online presence. This software and our
site are constantly under development, in part because of feedback from users,
and the entire editorial team is eager to have the next version of the OJS software
in place. A better means to help us track, with precision, different versions of your
papers as they wend their way through the editorial process is but one of the many
improvements promised. Michael Felczak, our intrepid online editor, as well as
Richard Smith and Rowland Lorimer have been doggedly working toward these
refinements, and their efforts are much appreciated. 
Nikki Porter has left her post as the senior editorial assistant, a position that
she has occupied for over two and a half years. On behalf of the entire editorial
team, I thank Nikki for her contributions to the Journal. Nikki has been a fabu-
lous assistant bringing to the position energy, dedication, enthusiasm, and
extraordinary organizational skills. Her keen intellect and abilities as a commu-
nication scholar with an impressive breadth of knowledge of the field will be
Canadian Journal of Communication, Vol 33 (2008) 3-4
©2008 Canadian Journal of Communication Corporation
 
missed every time there is yet another manuscript to review. We wish her well in
her teaching post at Queen’s. Andrea Zeffiro, a doctoral candidate in communi-
cations, has taken over the position, and we welcome Andrea to the CJC.
My position as editor is a three-year appointment and my term is coming to
an end in 2008. The Board of Directors of the CJC has asked me to stay on for
another three years. I have accepted their offer. We will continue to provide you
with issues that are assembled from the best of the many submissions that we
receive over the course of a year. Several theme issues are in process, including
“Wireless Technologies and Mobile Cultures,” which I am co-editing with Richard
Smith and Barbara Crow; “Reality Television in  Trans/national contexts,” which
will be guest-edited by Jean Bruce and Renee Sgroi; and “Rethinking Public
Relations,” guest-edited by Joshua Greenberg and Graham Knight.
In closing, I would like to express my gratitude to the supporters of the
Journal this past year. This includes the many people who have provided manu-
script reviews for us. Without your behind the scenes support, and hours of work,
the Journal would grind to a sad, slow halt. Thank you to our individual and insti-
tutional subscribers. Although we provide free public access to the contents of the
Journal after a delay of one year, and although many of you are able to get the
CJC’s content immediately though your library’s institutional subscriptions, your
individual subscriptions remain vitally important. They provide tangible proof to
our funding bodies that we are a viable and respected entity within a community
of discerning scholars. 
Best wishes to all in the New Year.
Kim Sawchuk
Concordia University
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